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SEPrihdBOfEsEE W8 266071)

WE  AHR KA RACE Knd 3 7k, 532K 3872 bp #[E 3 £ & (Verasper variegatus)
piwil2 2L 7 7], 4 & Wpiwil2, FF# A HE(ORF)K % 3192 bp, 4% 1063 & F#, 5'-UTR
F1 3'-UTR th K JZ 47| 140 bp #1 540 bp, T ExPASy. SMART. Signal4.l F# NCBI #9{% 57 £ 4 32;,
(CDD) %42 Ji= 42 A7 X 2 8 7 5] G A9 S#EAT TN, 48 r Vvpiwil2 2 40 19 2 2L B 9 F & 4 118.6 kDa,
EILFEEN 902, THEBEEMEETIK, B 3 MEMHE: ArgoLl £#93. PAZ %193 & PIWI
Zr . AR SEHKOEE & PCR BASTEISE 281 B K & o Y IR A6 . 11 A & DU RO 26 ok & 19 1
FARRABERFATON. ERET, WowWiR ZERNER A ERENEGER A AERE, 25
ETHEAS, EEBAME. A THEEANAZREHINATARETER A AL R, BE
R ##, mRNA JHi6 Kk EH Kb, LAHEIRE G FARNTE, HIET Wiwil2 28R X
Bl Wit e 68d i, Vpiwil2 £ KX E B Fm THAME B, KA Vpiwil2 8y 87 6 5 &
MEEEMR A TRAK; Wpiwil2 X EEMER BRI NEAEREZT THMAR, HIFE§
MERFEDFGTHE, B Wpiwil2 EEE VL hab g3 R EEEEA . KRR G RN AT
FI3E 24t A e Lal 3R G T BV AR 3R, MR ABAE A EFTRAT TR EWE LI,

KA FIHE 2 4 piwil2; FEE & Rk

hESES S917.4  XEAARIREE A XEHRES  2095-9869(2020)02-0103-10

Piwi(P-element-induced wimpy testis) 3 [H J& T
Argonaute (AGO)HE I X% , ZE A XKL AGO W
FI% . PIWI W.ZK % Hl Caenorhabditis elegans W 5 %
(Kawaji et al, 2008), H:/1, PIWI 7 % % £ % 5 piRNA

(Piwi- interacting RNAs)Z5 G T2 A PIWI/piRNA & A
&, TEFLF &4 . DNA A Ko 4 35 3 P 41 o0 bk
25 T S EL/E F (Houwing et al, 2007; Bak et al,
2011), PIWI WGBS E, Lin %(1997)H
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YK 7r 5L i (Drosophila melanogaster) § £ 1) 25 5 T 21
Mard kB piwi JEDH,  JUESE 2 PR 7R S g AR B T 4
PfLAE 52 J7 T 493 e H A £, 2 S AE/INE(Mus musculus)
(Kuramochi-Miyagawa et al, 2001). 75 il fa 128 &
(Caenorhabditis elegans)(Cox et al, 1998)F1%f & ff
(Danio rerio)(Tan et al, 2002)% i b &3 T
piwi [IVEIEA . NELF piwi FIESEEA miwi . mili
H1 miwi2(Kuramochi-Miyagawa et al, 2001; Carmell et al,
2007); FHENFaATZdirh & B prg-1 1 prg-2 P[]
K (Cox et al, 1998); Bt fa [F]JE LKA ziwi 1 zli
(Tan et al, 2002; Z=F145, 2010). Piwi FE K 7642 58 2 41
Wik B b A EEAEN, ARG A5 40 L (PGC) R
b A5 R A M 53 A R AR B T A1 L (GS C) 4E 4 (Megosh
etal, 2006). Piwi & [H 5845 (4 S i 2% B R A= 78 40 g
U, B R EURNE (Hartig et al, 2007); /MR
piwi K] 73 3 FEG 5 & AR AN [ I 3 3k, miwi | mil
F miwi2 Y3 R 52 AR R s R BUEME A B A B (Kim,
2006); 75 WAL b prg-1 1 prg-2 i P B G £
B AR FE A0 B K 5 W 9820 (Cox et al, 1998); HEH
b Ziwi F1 Zili P35 DR T A B R S P e Rk Zwi
GRS 1) A= 5 240 B S B A B R T 4 (Houwing et al,
2007), zili 537 (A 9 AE GE 20 B A fiE S B E A 4 Ak
(Houwing et al, 2014), W55 R, piwi K&K 46509 2
HIREA 2 MREERTEAER, 4398 PAZ(Piwi
Argonaute Zwille)#l PIWI(Parker et al, 2006), PAZ %%
AL T 2 R s P B o3, B4 1 A SER IR
B lX, 454 PiRNAs 3'Um AR IR %S o ; PIWL 4544
WA IE SRR EERY C A, B RNaseH {5 £ (Simon
et al, 2011), PAZ Fl PIWI 45 F38 i BEZE piwi-piRNA
i pg PR 45 A piRNAs AR Bl f5 , 7E 4 £f (Cyprinus
carpio)(Zhou et al, 2012) . ]l ff1 (Carassius auratus)(Tao
et al, 2018), FfiE(Monopterus albus)(Yi et al, 2014) .,
Je % B 4k £f1 (Oreochromis niloticus)(Xiao et al, 2013) .
& (Paralichthys olivaceus)(Wang et al, 2016). -
T 5 (Cynoglossus semilaevis)(Fk N IHE, 2014) 1K 52 B
(Scophthal mus maximus)(Wang et al, 2017)% i 15 ff1 25
s it 22 % B piwil2 B o R8T piwil 2 5 A A BIFSY
7R, Smpiwil2 AT REFEJVEIG FUMEE fa vk ik B b ki
FEAE ] (Wang et al, 2017); piwil2 Fe P22 15 5
HEVEAS R AR R B SR N, NS 1 R 2R A,
5 I N DT A0 M A A AR R A (5K T
2014); piwi KRN BE DL sE 7 i (Oryzias | atipes) A 58
T UM, R R A A T A R RS (L et al,
2012).,

[5 B 2L il (Ver asper variegates){A FRAEFESE, &—
v i AL A R AL AR £ 28, oA T FR A EB ) B i it
7R, AR A RKE B B Re 6
BIRME R . ORGSR, 2R AT M.
(5] 36 2 0 A A e R v B A ) AR K I R T A
PR, 7]t M A 4 ) R/ IN T R R 2 B R (Bl A
4, 2004), PR P E BRI B T HE2h ok 2
BHEARMEATERE, BHT, BB B 5 e e FA 56
PR FHLRIATE R, AT AL o 1y i 45
(2013)7E R BF AL 6 i b e B2 5 3 A gnrh FER, WK
shgnrh T GE 2 [5R] 5E AL 6 A= i 48 1Y G 8 gnrh 2808
K AR 5k (2018) 43 15 31) 2 AP 1) AH ¢ 3 K] (sox3 il sox9),
sox3 FE [K7E U S S PR = Gk, 1T sox9 FE K FEHG B
e IA , (7R 5 3R AR v o R T S e R L T
REEGPEEIE H 028 R MBI AE Y h ¥ R 3, piwi
HEHFEAMARARKRE I LT SR % B %
AR E EEAE, XA DIRE A PR ST PR TE R B
R R R AETE(EA I — D5

AwstiEst RACE Rimd HH R3] Vvpiwil2
R B, S HF SRR K bt 9 3 1 454, JF
i L SRS G E B PCR ST Vpiwil2 SR 7E 451 &
B I A R TG AR S e i AN TR 4L ek 25
S, BAE NI Wpiwil 2 3 RZEPE G A Ak iR & &
T A e A 28 5 A

1 RS
L1 M

[5R] B 2L 8% 7 455 B | AR R f T B L 2R A A
H I & X RIEAK = B B o WEEAS R & & AR
G FIAFHE T T, SN AR (O AL TR B BB 1) (0 h)
2 A4 by, 8 AHAEII(10 hy. 16 4HAEI(12 h). 32
13 by, FEAUA8 h). BHEARI20 h), K3
B (26 hy, JEEWQT by, BP0 by, Ein
Ma31(77 h) . AR IRI98 hy . FAIARTE (136 hy, O
BEHELI(163 h) . IEALETHA188 h) . Wil k(197 h)
B EIG B 34L 5 5. 10, 20, 30, 45, 58, 68, 78.
92 d MfFREM, b, SZAE IR R ALK IR R EETE 8.0+
0.5)C, DO=6 mg/L, pH } 8.0 iy, Mm i< 1T
e, BAKIMEE R, MELERKES, &)
REFI AW R, Fo At N T K, PR AT Y
FEIRE #(8.0£0.5)°C, IEZEHF®E 05C, HE
(12.0£0.5)CRES T . B BRBUEHEN A% 3 B
(7KK (24.0£0.5) cm, 1K (330+20) g] A ] 2H 2L (figi
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AR, 88 0. BF. B B MR B RNR). UL
BE AR AR RNA later IR Y04 H, B
B AR A TR R, SR 7 3-80°C UKAH IR AT,
FHF B RNA A4,

1.2 2 RNA HJIREUN cDNA BI& &

AR T Trizol V543 7|42 HUR B B2 45 A
BEAMIAG . 7 M AN R 2R 5 RNA,
%8 483 66 B 31 (NanoDrop 2000 Thermo Scientific)
F1.2%3E BEHEE IS F Dk A T i B RNA A ¥k B % ot
i cDNA FI| Iz % 543857 £ PrimeScript™ RT reagent
Kit with gDNA Eraser(TaKaRa)& i, RACE-cDNA |
I SMART™ RACE c¢DNA Amplification RACE
(TaKaRa) ikl & A o

1.3 Vwpiwil2 EE£K%E

AR S 55 25 ) 3 114 e S 2 BN T v A R E X 3k
5 Vvpiwil2 ZL 51, A Primer 5.0 %1154
Vpiwil2-S1 il Vpiwil2-A1(3E 1), %1% cDNA J¥51 3
FTIRAE , DA 5 BiF S i £ 1k R 2 201 cDNA Al
748 . PCR S WAKZR (20 pl)y: Premix Tag™ (LA

Tag™ Version 2.0) 10 ul. Vvpiwil2-S1(10 pmol/L)
0.8 ul. VWpiwil2-A1(10 pmol/L) 0.8 pl.cDNA (1 pg/pl)
1 ul % ddH,0 6.4 ul, PCR [ %A% : 94°C 5 min;
94°C 30s, 50°C 30s, 72°C 1 min, 35 MEH; 72°C
10 min, ¥ 3E47P=H1 28 1.2%Bh B B8 i el T AGEI , 7
LHNMET YR, 25, F SanPrep 13 DNA %/ [
Wik ) £ . pMD18-T Vector i{ 5 £ (TaKaRa) il DHSa
HEATAAL . SRR SR, PRIH M e, A
7% PCR %@ )5, Uik H MR % A48 K HEf il
JFE , I 7 45 5 5 5UIG Vvpiwil2 5EF cDNA 31347 1
XF, HiE N Vpiwil2 DS, Z )RR TE
Vpiwil2 FE R %0 5 50 R G 1) Vvpiwil 2-
3'GSP-1, Wpiwil2-3'GSP-2 , Wpiwil2-5'GSP-1 & Wpiwil2-
5'GSP-2, FIF#H0 PCR &N #k4% H WY Bt, PCR %
MWAKZ (20 ul): Premix Tag™(LA Tag™ Version 2.0)
10 pl, 3'8% 545554519 0.8 pl. UPM 0.8 ul. RACE-
¢DNA 1 pl } ddH,O 6.4 pl, PCR S &4: 94°C
5min; 94°C 30s, 60°C 30s, 72°C 1 min, 351F
5 72°C 10 min, 4 H Y F BaEAr U1 i, 2lif
MR el PREUHM R, R 2R 4L RV PCR
S8 1) H I TR TR B AR R HE PR 2w .

x1 AARFAERBGIY
Tab.1 Nucleotide sequences of the PCR primers used in this study

5|4 Primers J¥%1 Sequences (5'~3") H B9 Purpose
Vvpiwil2-S1 ATAACGATTGGCTCAAACCACA L Bk
Vvpiwil2-A1 TTTGCTTTCCTCCGGGCTT (N el
Vpiwil2-3°GSP-1 TGGCATTGAGTGGAACAAGTCG RACE
Vvpiwil2-3°GSP-2 ATCACAATCAAAGAGATGGACC RACE
Vvpiwil2-5°GSP-1 CTTGATGCCAGTTGAATAGCCT RACE
Vvpiwil2-5°GSP-2 CTGAGCACCACATTGTAGAAAG RACE
UPM-long GCAGTGGTATCAACGCAGAGT RACE 3141
UPM-short CTAATACGACTCACTATAGGGC RACE i@ R51%
NUP AAGCAGTGGTATCAACGCAGAGT RACE # H5 4
Vvpiwil2-S2 CGGGTCACCGTCTATTT R IIE
Vvpiwil2-A2 GTCATTCTCTTCTTTCTGC R IIE
Vvpiwil2-RT-S CAAGCAGACAGACGGAG qPCR
Vvpiwil2-RT-A CATCCATCAAAGTGAAGGT qPCR
B-actin-S TTCTGGTGATGGTGTGAC qPCR
B-actin-A GTGGTGGTGAAGGAGTAG qPCR
M13-S CGCCAGGGTTTTCCCAGTCACGAC K% PCR
MI13-A GAGCGGATAACAATTTCACACAGG K% PCR
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1.4 Vvpiwil2 EE F 515

i % F Contig Express X Vvpiwil2 3 K] 41
gESR AT PR . BRAE, A ORF Finder (http:/www.
ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/projects/gorf/orfig.cgi) F il Vvpiwil2
FE R A I e 324 . 1] ExPASy(https://web.expasy.
org/compute pi/) . SMART(http://smart.emblheidelberg.
de/) . Signal4.1(http://www.cbs.dtu.dk/services/SignalP/) FI
NCBI(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/Structure/cdd/wrpsb.
g FELRAE WA= BRAF 43 BT Vvpiwill2 4 it 25 11 1 6 A )
BVEDT . fFT K. B EEE A R A5 . A NCBI ## R
R 1781, 08 DNAMAN K445 k4728 1
J¥ 9 £ & 4, I MEGAS.2(Tamura et al,
201 ), R FH4B 4 (Neighbor-joining) f4) # R 4t
HEAER

1.5 EHREE= PCR

HRAE Vvpiwil 2 FEF (94%0 )7 51, FIH Primer 5.0
Wit 2 6w 'R 5 S Vwpiwil2-RT-A/S
B-actin-A/S NS, IR %L BT NG . A1HE
£ S B AR ) AR R 22U cDNA CH AR, il ]
Applied Biosystems™ 7500 Real Time PCR instrument
SERAL, SRAT 27 R AT Vvpiwil 2 R Y
FX AR, 20 pl R ZR: SYBR Premix Ex Tag(2x)
10 pl, ROX Reference Dye II (50x) 0.4 pl, RT-piwil2-S
(10 pmol/L) 0.8 ul, RT-piwil2-A (10 umol/L) 0.8 pl.
cDNA(50ng/pl) 2 pl & ddH,0 6 ul, SWFEF: 95°C
10 min; 95°C 30s, 95°C 5s, 60°C 34s, 40 MEH;
95C 15s; 60°C 1 min; 95C 15s,

1.6 HESIT o

Hd b B A Vvpiwil 2 FE PR R 8 S 2
PR (Mean+SE), AY)¥HEHE n=3, i SPSS 20.0
BTS2 5 G E B PCR 45 Bk A7 AP 07 22007
(One-way ANOVA)FI Duncan £ b4, P<0.05 3R
£S5 5%, I OriginPro 2017 #AFAER

2 #R

2.1 Vvpiwil2 EEFFIEHER MBI EBSEHIHT

e REA R I K 3872 bp, K HmH N
Vvpiwil 2, H T e 352 HE (ORF) K 4 3192 bp , 4 i 1063
AN KWL ,5'-UTR 1 3'-UTR 43514 140 bp H1 540 bp,
%34 ExPASy. SMART, Signald.1 Fil NCBI 7E£EE )
2L HT, HERT Wpiwil2 1Y 1063 N LR 4 T
i 118.6 kDa, HULSFHL ALY 9.02, TCEEELEH K AE
SR, A 3 A, 53R 428~473 i 46 A

BRI ArgoL1 45458, .477~616 117 140 D2 LR Y PAZ
ZEAIR S 602~1046 v 445 DNEILFRIY PIWI 25 k5,
(K 1),

22 Vvpivil2 BEERIBEYEMAZELZE 5

FIHTEL R F NCBI blastx, XTASHFSY 851y
Vvpiwil 2 Z 5 R 7 1) 5 oAb R i piwi 2 PR 4 i 7 2
B FHN AT, G55 BN, ZEKR R T 5 T 6F
) VR B 5 (92%) , ELYR 2R W) & (Lates calcarifer)
(84%) . 2 Hli(Seriola lalandi)(84%). KZEHE(79%).
P EH B (79%) . e B B AEM(78%) . ik (76%) . F
HI DNAMAN  #4 XA [R] 4 Fh 19 24 26 1R 7 4 ik A 7 L
X, iR (E 2), GRS BN
HARSF I PAZ 45K 380R1 PIWT 45 #4380, F1| F MEGA 5.2
Xt piwil2 5 gt 1) & LR Y 93T R G4
I3, T e AR A 6E(XP_019949653.1) . W) fifi
(XP_018524808.1) . # JE#fi(XP_023249908.1), k3%
BE(AQY15996.1), #fE(XP 020445956.1), B ¥ %k
61 (XP_003445710.1) . -7 & #i(NP_001281165.1) .
Bf 6 (ACH96370.1) . 4 #§ (NP_001153909.1) . A
(Homo sapiens)(NP_060538.2). /M(NP_067283.1) )
JTUE (Xenopus tropicalis)(NP_001106470.1), 253 R
(B 3), WHEFEBRESAENNaRBEI—DRL, K
(BB RS O AR AL G R AR, HIOEREE
BF, RIS RGE HMASE; WIS SRR
R K3

2.3 EHRFXEE PCREVER

T8 3 SRS E B PCR T Vpiwil 2 LR 7E IR
REBE PR RE, SR ER0E 4), Vvpiwil2 JEH
TR IG & B W Bl A 223k, WA B T in 3
AR B R, ZRE TRER, EELH
B BFFE Vpiwil 2 JE R TE ATt A ] & 8 30 v iy 23k
i, R BRI 5), VWpiwil2 BT 68 d BFRYFEIA
it I 2 i T A (P<0.05)

i S 5 E B PCR BIFSE Vvpiwil2 JE D5 7
TR A5 A LU Rk i, 25 R ULE 6. Vvpiwil2 3
PRI 7 0 i £ 1) 45 S L U Y k. Tl
Vpiwil2 SR ERF R R E R E S T HMAH
(P<0.05); 7EMEH, Vvpiwil2 JEK 78 50 81 E k&
5 v T HA 2 21(P<0.05) . Wi f 22 ] 3647 L
BT LLZ B, Vvpiwil2 5P 7R B SE b ) 2608 B T S
TR H(P<0.05); BLAh, HEPER R . IR MRk &
o T A, R A A B A A e T
PR A
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Fig.1

EIAFL T ATG M L# T TGA ¥R AR, PolyA HITFRIZARi, ArgoL1 Z5H45K
SEBR S PIWT 25K Sk 73 ) FH XU AME | AR IHE B IR (T 5 s i

PAZ

aagcagtggtatcaacgcagagtacatggggteggtgctggggagtageticageggagegggteacegtetatttectggaaacacac
acctctgtcgactacttaatcccttgttggtgggatcagaagttgagtgaMGATCCAAACAAGTCAGCCTTTCATGCTATGACAGGTG
MDPNIKSAFHAMTG
TTCCTTGGCTGGGGCGCGGAAGAGGACTACAGCCAGAGGAGCTGCTTCTTGGACGTAGCAGAGGGCTGCTGCTCCCAACAGAAGGGCCTG
VPWLGRGRGLAQPEELLLGRSRGLLTLPTESGHTP
GTGCAGGACGAGCCAGAGGTTTCCCCATTCCTAGCGATGCCCCACAAGGACGAGGCATAAATGTACCCATTACTGAACCTGTGCTTGGAA
GAGRARGFPIPSDAPQGRGINVPITETPVLSG
GAGCAAGGGGACTGCTGGTGCAGTCTGATGATGGAGGATTTGGACGAGCCAGAGGACTGCTCCTCCCAACAGCTGAACCCAAGGTAGGGC
RARGLLVQSDDGGFGRARGLTLTLPTAETPIKVGEG
TGGCGAGAGGTGCTATCCTGCCTAGTCTGCAGCCACAGCATGGACCAACACCTCCACCACCGCGAGGCCTTATAGAAGAGACCCCGACTT
LARGATILPSLAQPQHGPTPPPPRGLTIETETTPT
TGCGAGCAAAAGAGGTCGACATGCCCACCCATGGTCTAGGATCAACATTGGTCTCCATGTTTAGAGGAATGGGCATTGAGCCCTCCCTGA
LRAKEVDMPTHGLGSTILVSMFRGMGTIETPSTL
CTTCATGGGGAAGAGGAACACTACCAGTTGAAAGAGGAGCAACTGGAGATATGGAAGAGTTGAAGCTGCACGATGCTCCAGCTGGTCTCA
TSWGRGTLPVERGATGDMEETLTZEKTLHDAPAGTL
GTAGCCCAGAGAGTGTTGGCCAACCTGAAGAGGTGATTGGAAGAGGACACAGTTTCCTTGGACGAGATTTGCCCCCACACACTATGGTTG
S SPESVGGQPEEVIGRGHSTFLGRDLPPHTMYV
GGCTTGGAAGAGCAGCGATGCCCCTGTTTGGAGTAGGAAGAGGACGTCCTTTACTTCCTTCTTTCCCTCCAGGTCGTGTCAAGTCGGTTT
GLGRAAMPLTFGVGRGRPLTLPSTFPPGRVKS SV
CTTTTACCTCTGAACCACAACCAGCCCTACATTCTCAGCCTTCCCATCCAGCCATGCCCCCTGTGCCCACCACCCAAGATGTCCTGGAGC
S FTSEPQPALHSQPSHPAMPPVPTTA QDVTLE
TTTCTTCTTTTGCACCAGAAACAAAAGAGCTGAAAATGGAGGCAGTCCYTGAGCCACTAATTAAGGCTGGAACAAAAGGAGCTCCAATAA
LSSFAPETI KELI KMEA AV XEPLTIZKAGTTI KT GATPI
CGATTGGCTCAAACCACATCTCAATTCGCTGCAGGAATGAAGCTGTTTATCAGTACCACGTCACATTCACTCCAAATGTTGAATCAATGT
TIGSNHTISIRCRNEAVYQYHVTFTPNVES SHM
CGATGCGTTTCGGCATGTTGAAAGATCACCGCCCAACCACAGGGGACGTAGTGGCTTTTGAYGGCGCTATACTGTACCTGCCTGTAAAGC
SMRFGMLEKXKDHRPTTGDVVAFDGATITLYTLTPVK
TGGATAACGTGATTGTACTCAAGAGTGTGAGACGGACTGATAACGAGGAAATACAAATACAAATCCAGATGACGAAGATTCTGCCTCCCA
LDNVIVLEKXKSVRRTDNEETIQTI QIO QMTTZ KTITLTPFP
ACTCAGATCTATGTATCCCTTTCTACAATGTGGTGCTCAGGAGGGTAATGAAAATCGTTGGACTGAAGTTGGTGGGCCGAAATCATTACG

NSDLCIPFYNVVLRRYVMKIVGLEKLFGRNEHLY]
ATCCAGAGAGCGCAGTCATTCTCGCCAAACATCGGCTTCAAGTGTGGCCAGGCTATTCAACTGGCATCAAGCAGACAGACGGAGGCCTGT
I DPESAVILAKHRLQVWPGYSTGII KA QTDGG L|
ACCTGTGTGTGGATGTGTCTCACAAAGTCTTGAGGAATGACTCTGTGCTGGATGTCATGAACATGTTGTACCAACAGAGCAAGGAGAACT
[YLcvDbpDVvsHEKVLRNDSVLDVMNMLYQQQSEKEN]|
TCCAAGACGAATGCACCAAAGAACTGATCGGCAGCATCGTCATCACCCGCTACAACAACCGCACCTATCGCATTGATGGCATTGAGTGGA
I FQDECTEKELTIGSTITVITRYNNRTYRTIDGTIEHW
ACAAGTCGCCTAAAGACACCTTCACTTTGATGGATGGCACAAAAACCACGTTTGTGGAATACTACAGCAAGAACTATGGGATCACAATCA
KSPKDTFTLMDGTI KTTFVEYYSKNYGITTI |
AAGAGATGGACCAACCCCTACTCATGCATCGACCAAAGGAGCGGTCCAAGCCCGGAGGAAAGCAAATCATTACTGGAGAGATCCTTTTAG
| KEMDAQPLILMHRPEKERST KPGGIK QTITTGETTLTL
TGCCAGAGCTTTCCTTCATGACGGGAATCCCTGACAAAATGAGGAAGGACTTCCGAGCTATGAAGGACCTGACCATGCACATCAATGTGA
IV PELSFMTGTIPDIEKMREKDTFRAMEKDLTMEHTINUV]|
GCAGTGAGCAGCACACCCACTCAATAAGACAGCTTCTAAAGAACATCAGCACTAACCCTGAGAGCGTGAAGGAGCTCAGCCGATGGGGAC
fE Q HTHSTIRAQLLTEKNTISTNPESVEKETLS ST RUWG
TGGATATTGACTCCGAAATCTTAGTGTTCAAAGGTAGAACTCTGCCTCTTGAAACCATCTGCCTGCAGTCTTCGTCTTTTACCACGGGTG
LDIDSETILVFKGRTLPLETTICLAQSSSTFTTG®G
CTGATGTTTCCTGGTCTAGACAGATTGTCAGGGATCCCTCAATCACTTCTATCCCCTTGAACATCTGGGCCATCTTCTACCCCCGGCGCT
ADVSW¥WSRQIVRDPSITSTIPLNTIWATIFYPRTR
GTGCCGAGCAGGCTGAGGAGCTGGTCTCCACCTTTAAAAAGGTGGCCGGGCCTATTGGGATGCGACTGGAACGACCCATTTGTGTGGAGC
CAEQAEELVSTFIKIKVYAGPTIGMRLETRPTITCVE
TGAAGGATGATCGCACTGAGAGTTACGTCAAGAGCATCCATTGTCAGCTCACCAGTGAACCCAACATGCAGCTAGTAGTGTGTATCATGG
LKDDRTESYVEKSTHC QLTS SEPNMAQLVVCTIHM
TCGGCAACAGAGACGATCTGTACAGTGCTATAAAGAAGCTCTGCTGCATTAAAAGTCCCATCCCATCCCAGGCCATCAACATTCGGACAA
VGGNRDDLYSATIEKKLTCC CTIIKSPTIPSQATINTIRT
TTTCCCAGCAACAGAAGCTGAAGAGCGTTGCCCAAAAGATACTCCTGCAGATGAACAGCAAGTTAGGAGGAGAGCTGTGGACCGTCAACA
I SQQQKLIKSVAQKTILLA QMNSI KLTG®GETLWTVN
TTCCTCTGAAAAACCTGATGGTTGTTGGAGTTGATGTCCACCATGACACCAACAAGAAACATCAGTCCATCATGGGCTTTGTTGCAAGTG
I PLKNLMVYVGVDVHHDTNEKTEKHQSTIMGTFVAS
TGAACAGCTCACTGACCCGTTGGTACTCAAGAGTCACTTTCCAGGCACCCACTGAGGAACTGATAAAGGGCTTCAGAGTTTGCTTACTGG
VNSSLTRWYSRVTFQAPTEELTIIKSGFRYCLIL
CAGCATTGCAAAAGTACTACGAGGTGAACCACAACTTGCCAGAGAAGATTGTTGTGTACCGGGATGGTGTGTCAGATGGCCAGCTGAAGA
AALQKYYEVNHNLPEZKTIVVYRDGVSDGA QLK
CCGTGGAGCAGTACGAGATCCCACAGCTGATCAAATGCTTTGAGAACTTCCCCAGCTATGAGCCCAAGCTAGTCTTCATTGTGGTGCAAA
TVEQYETIPAQLTITZKCFENFPSYEPIKTLVFTIVVAQ
AGCGCATCAGCACCACCCTGTACTCCTGCACTTCAAACAATTTTGGCACTCCTCCACCTGGGACTATTCTTGATCACACCCTCACTCACT
KRISTTLYSCTSNNFGTPPPGTTITLDHTILTH
CAGACTGGGTGGACTTCTATCTGATGGCACATCACATTCGCCAGGGCTGTGGACTTCCAACACACTACATCTCTTTGTACAACACAGCGA
SDWVDFYLMAHHIRQGCGLPTHYTISLYNTA
ACCTCTCACCAGACCAATTGCAAAGGCTGACTTACAAGATGTGCCATTTGTACTGGAACTGGCCGGGCACCATTCGTGTTCCAGCCCCAT
NLSPDQL QRLTYZKMCHLYWNWPGTTIRYVPATP
GCAAGTACGCCCACAAACTGGCTTTCCTATCTAGCCAGTTCCTGCACTCGGAGCCAGCCATCCAGCTATCAGACAAGCTCTTCTTCCTT“
C KYAHKLAFLSSAQFLHSEPATIQLSDI KTLTFTFL
Esctetaccagtcact tgetcaagttacage tat t tgacaaca
*
actcatttgtactcatgagggattcattataggcacgtggcacttaaacctttaaaatttggatcgtagataattcacaggectttatcag
acgtctcccacgttagcaggacaaatgtttaaagectgtagaagagtgtagaattattctggttttttttatacagattaagtcaaaggt
ttgggacagtttaaaatttgtatttgtattttaageattataatgtcatggetgecatgtagagttacgtgegattatactgtagtttgtt
tttgatgeccatttcacccactggttggagagtttagtggagatagtttatttacattttaagecattatattactgtgactgeacattta
ctgcaagtgtttagtttgttcttgttattaaagtcacttattgtgecagttgagtgacttttcacccgaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa
aa

Bl 1 Vvpiwil2 3£ cDNA 784K & H 45 1 2 35518 751

Nucleotide sequence and deduced amino acids sequence of Vvpiwil2

Start codon (ATG) and stop codon (TGA) are marked with dark shadow, and PolyA is marked with underline. The ArgoL1, PAZ

and PIWI domains are separately marked with double lines border, single line border and gray shadow
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MDPNK. SAFHAMTGVPWLGRGRGLQPEELLLGRSRGLLLPTEGPGAGRARGFPIPS. . DAPQGRGINVPITEPVLGRARGLLVQSDDGGFGRARGLLLPTAEPKVGLARGATLPSLQPQH
MDPNK. PEFHGMLGVPWLGRGRGLQPEALALGRSRGLLLPTEGPGEGRARGFPIPS. . DTPQGRSVNVPITEPVLGKARGLLVQSDDGGFGRARGLLLPAAEPKVGLARGATLPSLGPQH
MDPELPTDLSGMTGVPWLGRGRGLQPEELDVGRSRGLLLSTEGPGVGRARGFPTPG. . DTPQGQGVTVSITEPALGRARGLLLQSGDGGVGQARGLLFPTAEPKIGVARGAILPSLEPQH
MDPNKLPDLSGMTGVPWLGRGRGLQPEELAVGRSRGLLLSIEGSAVGRARGFPTPG. . DTPQGRGVIVPITEPVLGRARGLLVQSDDGGVGGARGLLFPAGEPKVGVARGATLPSLEPQH
MDPNK. PDLSGMAGVPLLGRGRGLQPEEPAVGRSRGLLLSTEGPGAARARVFPVPGSTSTQQGRGVALPISEPVFGRARGLLWQCDDGVVARGRGLLFPAAEPKLGVARGAVMPSLQPQH
MDPSQTPDLSGMTGVPWMGRGR. QQPEKLATGRSRGLLLSTEVLSTGRARGEPTPG. . DIPQGQGVTLPPTERVLGRTRGLPVEPDDGGVGQARGLELPVAQPKLGIARGAALPNPEPPY
MDPDKAPDLPVRMGAHWLGQGRGLQLGESAVGRSRGLLLSTEEPAVGRGRAFPTFS. . DNSLGLSGALPITEPVVGRGRALLAQ. QDIVVGRARGLLVPAVESKVGVARSAGVPRLEPQE

GPTPP. .. PPRGLIEETPTLRAKEV. . . .. DMPTHGLGSTLVSMFRGMGIEPSLTSWGRGTLPVERGATGDMEELKLHDAPAGLSS. PESVGQPEEVIGR. . GHSFLGRDLPPHTMVGLG
GPTPP. .. ATPGFIEETQTLQAKEV. . ... DMPTHGQGSTLVSMFRGMGIEPSLTSWGRGTLPVGRGAIGDMGELKLQDAPAGFSS. PESVGQPEEVIGR. . GRSFLGQGLSPHTMVGLG
GQTPPFETTTRDLTEETAALPTKEV. . . .. DKPTHGQGLTLVSMFRGMGIEPSLTSWGRGTLPVGRGAAGDVGETKLQGTQEIIS. . ... .. QTEEVMGR. . GSSFHGQSLSQLMAVGLG:
RQTPPCEDTTQDPTEETLALTTKEV. . ... DMPTQGQGSTLVSMERGMGIEP. . TSWGRGTLLVGLGAAGDMGT IKLQGASEGVTSSPESVGQPEKMIGRXETDLEYGRRLSPQTMVGLG
GQKPPGETIKQCLTEETKALTTKEV. . . .. DMSTHGQASPLVSMFRELGVEPQVTSWGRGTLPVGRGATVDMGESRLHGASIGLVCSPESIGQPGEVMDR. . VSSSLGRGESPQTMFGLG
GQTSLCETTARDPTQEMPTLTAQEAGTRNVDMPTHSQGSMLVSMERGMGIEPSMTTWGRGTLPVGRGAIGDMGEMKLQGAPVGDISSPESISQPEELMGR. . GSSFHGQGLSPRVMVGLG
GPTPPSETMMPALMGESPTLTKEEL. . . .. GKPPHVKGSTLVSMERGMGIEPSATSLGRGAAPLGMGAAGDVGEMKLRDAPPGVISTPQSIGPSGEMMGR. . GGSFLGQGLSPQKMVGLG

RAAMPQLGVGRGRPVLPSFPPGCVGPFSFASEPQPAPHSQPSHA. AMPPVPTTQDVLELSSFAQATKELKMESDSEPLIKAGTKGAPITIGSNHISTACKNEAVYQYHVTFTPNVES!
RSAMPQLGVGRGCPLLPSFPPGRVGSVSPASEPQPVIYSQPSCA. AMPPVPTTQDVLELSTVAPAQRELQMEAVREPTSKAGKKGAPITIGSNHIPTHCKNEAVYQYHVTF TPNVES!
RAAMPQFGVGRGRPSLPSIPPGHVESVSPAAEPQPAPYSQPSHA. AIPPVPTTQDVLEVSNNAPAKRELKMEGVHEPLNKAGTKGVPITIGSNHISTIRCKNEAVYQYHVTFTPNVES!
RAAMPQLGVGRGRTVLP. FPPGRVESVSPASEPQPASYTQPSHA. AMPSSPTTREVLEPSTTEPAETDLKMEAVPVPPNKAGTHGTTINIGSNHIPINCKNEAVYQYHVTETPNVES:!
RAAMPQLGAGSGRAFLPHFPPGHDKSVSPVSEPQTAPHFQLLHTGTVPPVVITHDVMELST IARPKMELKTEEVHEPLNKAGTTGAPITIGSNHIPIVCKNKAVYQYHVTETPNVES:!

RAAMPLFGVGRGRPLLPSFPPGRVKSVSFTSEPQPALHSQPSHP. AMPPVPTTQDVLELSSFAPETKELKMEAVXEPLIKAGTKGAPITIGSNHISTRCRNEAVYQYHVTETPNVESIIS
RAAMPQLGVGRGRALLPSFPAGQDVSVSPVSEPQTEYSEPSLTG. TVSPVHTTQEATDLSTAPAAKSELTMEAVREPLNKAGTKGAPINIGSNHIPIQCKNEAVYQYHVTETPNVES!
m
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Fig.2 Amino acid sequences alignment of Vvpiwil2 gene with other species

Black frame: PZA domain; Red frame: PIWI domain
BAHNE N PZA 258958, 2L @MHER PIWI Z544 5
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B piwil2 JEF FFN B TS . FHE(XP_019949653.1), Z2Wf5(XP_018524808.1). & EBH(XP_023249908.1), K
(AQY15996.1), Eifif(XP 020445956.1), JE&F B L0 (XP_003445710.1), ¥ HBH(NP_001281165.1)
The GenBank accession numbers of piwil2 gene are followed: Paralichthys olivaceus (XP_019949653.1), Lates calcarifer

(XP_018524808.1), Seriola lalandi (XP_023249908.1), Scophthalmus maximus (AQY15996.1), Monopterus albus
(XP_020445956.1), Oreochromis niloticus (XP_003445710.1), Cynoglossus semilaevis (NP_001281165.1)
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91 Rty Lates calcarifer

36 { 5 E# Seriola lalandi
80 L KZEt¥ Scophthalmus maximus

47 ¥ Paralichthys olivaceus
100 [BIBE M Verasper variegates
1 Monopterus albus
JeZ B4 Oreochromis niloticus
2 EHBY Cynoglossus semilaevis

F W Oryzias latipes
P44 Danio rerio
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67

100

JI\§#& Xenopus tropicalis

N Homo sapiens
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W‘i /NBL Mus musculus
K3 piwil2 AR 75 NI BEAL R

Fig.3 NI phylogenetic tree for amino acid sequences of piwil2

AW Fh piwil2 FER P FNE SRS . FEE(XP_019949653.1), R4 (XP_018524808.1). # EHH(XP_023249908.1),
KEFHF(AQY15996.1), HHE(XP_020445956.1), Je% %L (XP_003445710.1), P& #i(NP_001281165.1), HELhh
(ACH96370.1), FF#(NP_001153909.1). A(NP_060538.2). /NE(NP_067283.1), M JHE(NP_001106470.1)

The GenBank accession numbers of piwil2 gene are following: Paralichthys olivaceus(XP_019949653.1), Lates calcarifer
(XP_018524808.1), Seriola lalandi (XP_023249908.1), Scophthal mus maximus(AQY 15996.1), Monopterus albus
(XP_020445956.1), Oreochromis niloticus(XP_003445710.1), Cynoglossus semilaevis(NP_001281165.1), Danio rerio

(ACH96370.1), Oryzias latipes(NP_001153909.1), Homo sapiens(NP_060538.2), Mus musculus(NP_067283.1), Xenopus
tropicalis (NP_001106470.1)
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Fig.4 Relative expression characterization of Vvpiwil2 gene s Vpiwil2 JE P fE AN A AT e E/J%%ji
at different development stages of the embryo Fig.5 Relative expression characterization of Vvpiwil2 gene

at the different stages of the larvae

1: BAAAE; 2: 2 40D 8: 8 AHMfLIM; 16: 16 4HAT; 32: 32
AT, M: AR, Hb: SR, Lb: (RSN, Eg: 3 it
JE A, Mg R ; Le: BRI, N i IRI; Bl

A AL UYL Hp: LBkt BUY; Bhe WEALATIL; H: BRI (L TR ST N S W 25 g A 1 () B ML s S 2 0O I
o EEIPRORSRRRCO0), T e o g Vpiwil2 JE RS RACE

: 1-cell stage; 2: 2-cell stage; 8: 8-cell stage; 16: 16-ce s e . PN .
stage; 32: 32-cell stage; M: Morula stage; Hb: High blastula; AUy AR RAT piwil2 B B HAr 244 Vpiwil2,
Lb: Low blastula; Eg: Early gastrula; Mg: Mid gastrula; Lg: LR 4 A 3872 bp, ORF K4 3192 bp, Zifh—A4>

Late gastrula; N: Neurula stage; El: Formation of eye.len; Hp: 1 1063 2R 2H 1 22 Bk [ TR T X 5 B i s
Heart pulsation; Bh: Before the hatch; H: Hatching - X N - .
, . . B B RS A A I 8 R B S fRSFI PAZ 454435
Different letters indicate significant difference (P<0.05), the . o R
same as below 74H] PIWI él:l */‘Jtﬁ s %‘%Hﬂ VVp|W||2 %%ﬁﬂgg EE‘%
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Fig.6 Relative expression characterization of
Vvpiwil2 gene in various tissues
Br: iki; Ey: HR; Gi: #; He: (0; Li: FFHE; In: ;
Sp: Jl#; Go: MEME; Ki: 'H; Mu: LA
Br: Brain; Ey: Eye; Gi : Gill; He: Heart; Li: Liver; In:
Intestines; Sp: Spleen; Go: Gonad; Ki: Kidney; Mu: Muscle
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PSR 92 6 5E B PCR HAR X Vvpiwil2 FE K 78
WRIG % B AR o B i Rk B X AT 700, 45
N, RN G R B WA RiE, NAKFR
W R R mRIE, ZRFRE TGS,
HEFALB B, X —RIAEX 5B M (Tan et al,
2002). FHE (24, 2008)H1 . MBI ST IR = 4R
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W pyFRAE, 45 R, Vpiwil2 JER7Ef1f4
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Fik W D IHRTRIEET , K0 Vvpiwil2 LK 0] 5B
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PR, 2P0 SR piwil2 SE S RS T & B MO, &
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W piwil2 J5 P Y D) REAFTE — o RO Rh ] 22 57 .
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Abstract The spotted halibut (Merasper variegatus) is a rare and valuable marine fish species that
inhabits the coast of northern China. Mature females are much larger than males because of their faster
growth rate. It will create substantial economic benefits to establish an all-female breeding technique for
V. variegatus. A better understanding of sex-related genes will contribute to the improvement of a
single-sex breeding technique. In this study, we successfully isolated the piwil2 gene of V. variegatus,
which was named Vvpiwil2. The total length was 3872 bp, including a 3192 bp open reading frame (ORF),
encoding 1063 amino acids; the 5S’'UTR was 140 bp and the 3'UTR was 540 bp. Based on ExPASy,
SMART, Signal4.1, and the NCBI Conservative Domain Database (CDD) biological analysis, the ORF
encoded a putative protein, with a predicted molecular weight of 118.6 kDa and an isoelectric point of
9.02. No transmembrane structure or signal peptide site was detected. There were three domains: the
ArgoL1, PAZ, and PIWI domains. Real-time fluorescence quantitative PCR technique was used to
analyze the expression patterns of the Vvpiwil2 gene at different stages of embryo and larvae. The results
showed that the Vpiwil2 gene was abundantly expressed from early development to the high blastocyst
stage, and then declined until the hatching stage. The developmental stage of the embryo from cleavage to
the blastocyst stage was mainly guided by the cytoplasmic component. The mRNAs began to be
transcribed and synthesized in a large amount at the early gastrula stage, then the transition from maternal
to zygote occurred. Therefore, the results indicated that the Vpiwil2 gene was a maternal gene. After
hatching, the expression of the Vwpiwil2 gene at 68 days post hatching was significantly higher than
during other stages, which demonstrated that the Vwpiwil2 gene was associated with gonadal
differentiation. The expression level of the Vvpiwil2 gene in gonads was significantly higher than in other
tissues, and the expression level in the ovary was significantly higher than in the testis, revealing that the
VWpiwil2 gene might play an important role in the maintenance of ovarian functions. The results of this
study provide a potential sex determinant gene for V. variegatus and lay a solid theoretical foundation for
the establishment of an all-female breeding technique.
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